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Program 13 September

SHOW & TELL 1o be
Part of Program for
September Mecting

Have you written your life story, or a part of it?
Is it published in any form? If yes, how about
sharing the fruits of your labors with the member-
ship at our next mecting”? Long-bmers may re-
member that traditionally the September program
consists of short presentations by some of our
members on "What [ did, genealogically, this past
summer." For the upcoming program we're in-
cluding the SHOW & TELL feature which will
add some diversity.

So, if you have prepared a wrntten family higlory
or & photo album with genealogceal supplements,
please bring 1t o (he September meeting and

spend a few minutes telling us about it as part of
the program
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SEPTEMBER IS GENEALOGY MONTH

Genealogy Month.

The governor has proclaimed Seplember
“Family History Month™. Local aflicials
have designated the weck of 8 through 13
September as “Genealogy Week™. Our Sep-
tember 13 meeting wall start at 10,00 am
with the repular business meeting  From 11
to 3:00 pm it will be 2 “Genealogy Faire”™
The public is invited.

There will be exhibits, a “show and tcll™ pe-
riod, a DAR “how to”. Computer queshons
that you have will be answered. Bill Lewas,
the Museum Director, will show what Ben-
ton County genealogy questions can be an-
swered at the museum. Members arc urged
to bring special penealogical matenial for the
exhibits. If you plan to bring something, call
cither Jean Grube or Damarns Revnolds so
we can arrange the space.

Invite anyone at all interested in genealogy to
attend.

Thought for Today

A genealogist is someone who jumps for joy
when they receive a death certificate in the
mail.
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New BCGS Library Books

New Jersey Biographical and Genealogical Notes (From N Archives)
Historical Collections of the Statc of New Jersey

Connecticut Nutmegger Index, Vol 1-28, 1968-1995
(enealogical Dates; A User-Friendly Guide

The Beginner’s Guide to Using Tax Lists

Directory to Collections of New York vital Records, [726-1089

Nineteenth Century Emigrants from Baden-Wurttemberg, Vol 1- The
Enzkreig

Web Sites

Garage Sale =

The fall parage sale will be Saturday,
September 6 at Damaris Reynolds' in
the Timberhill Townhouses, We Very
much need donations and we will
need halpers. Please call cither Da-
maris at 753-1810 or Jean Grube at
738-7618 if you can contribute time
andfor goodies.

Pat Rawlinson gave me some URL’s that she uses. Ope of them is new to me so I checked it out. If
you want anything in the UK or Ireland, this one needs to be checked out.  Hittp://midas ac uk/
genuki I think you will be very happy. At the seventh level in I found g Genealogical Socicty page

in Perthshire

Remembrances

We have lost another of our dear members. Fern Shaffer moved to the high desert 1o help with her
health, For our new members, she is the lady that made the coverlets that were the main itern in the
Christmas raffles. She was 2 dear friend 1o a lot of us, me included. =

The society will be buying a book dedicated to Fern. Members
genercus gifts to the Society by contributing towards this book.

may wish {0 remember Fern and her

Checks may be mailed to the Society




Computers

What does the computer really do for the geneaogisl. Is it 2 magic box or whai?

“Twoukdn’t have one of the things m my house. It's the greatest thing a gencalogist could own ™
1 imagine you [all somewhere m the middle of these two statcments. Most of us do.

Al & computer can do is answer yes or no! That docsn’t seem (o be a magic box docs 1t? We can
do that. Remember the TV program a few decades back called “Twenty questions™ The panel
wounld ask the guest questions m order and & they could guess the guests occupation within 20
questions the gmest got some cgaretics and a thank youo. Ifthey didn't, the guest won

A compuier is ke that. The mam difference is that il can ask the guostions, and get the answers
al araie of tens of millons of times a second. I you know the right questions to ask and then
what to do with 1he answer, you could find anything vou wanled in a fow scconds.

The other thing that a computer system does & store data. Things like names, addresses, dates,
and any other things you would lke to store. There are young folks, and a fow older oncs,
spending their days end nights writing programs that will store just the data you want stored.
There are ako orgamzations that have corps of voluntecrs that are entering information fom
varous sources all over the world. Omnce it is stored, you ¢an go in and with the programs
written for you lo [nd the data, ask it yoor tens of million questions a sccond and come out with
just the ilem you wanl. Where is this data? It is on floppy diks. on vour hard disk, and on CD-
ROM’s. It = also m data banks in all the collsges, universitics and libraries around Lhe world.
You can access the data stored m a library m India or Mew York if you have the proper softwan:
to do the job.

How accurate & this dala? Thal is a question that bothers all of us thal use computers. [t is only
as accuratc as the person (hal enter the data, or wrote the book, or gave the talk or kctore.  [f the
person has always had their facts straight and didn’t say or wrile enything that they hadn’t fully
researched, you can probably trust that the mlormation is pretty well correct.

Eemember the Seems Bight article in Jung?

If you put tomloelery in a computer, nothing comes out bul lomfvokry.
But this tomfookry, having pesscd throngh a very expensive machme,
5 somehow cnnobled and none dare criticie i,

If on the other hand vou see thal the person responsible for the mformation is one (hat & noted for
sloppy work, vou had better double end triple check the information with olher sources. This
holds whether 1t 1s computer data or a book from the library shelves.

Do you need a computer? Maybe vou already have one and use it every day. 1 can’t answer
whether or nol you need onc, only you can answer the question.

Ed
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