
KING FOLK
NEWSLETTER #41 PUBLISHED SPRING 2022

Hello Family! I hope this newsletter finds you all well. The last two years have 
been hard on all of us and I think we are all tired of the phrase “new normal”. 
That being said, the board has agreed to simplify things this year. The reunion 
will be held at the Kings Valley Cemetery, from 11 am to 2 pm, Saturday June 
25th. Bring what you will need, folding chairs, food and drink, and family history 
to share. Be prepared to pack out your own garbage.

Last year’s newsletter included information on Luckiamute Meadows and the 
Kings Valley Community Trust. At this time there is no new news to share. If 
you are not familiar with Luckiamute Meadows here is the website: https://
greenbeltlandtrust.org/conserving-land/luckiamute/ Plans are in the works for 
the Kings Valley Community Trust to host a display of historical Kings Valley 
photos and artifacts at the community hall (the historic church) during the 
weekend of June 25 to complement the King family reunion.

Now excuse me, I need to see if I can find my parents and grandparents in 
the 1950 Census.

Traci Schilling Willey, President



ABOUT THE 2022 REUNION
The reunion will be held at the Kings Valley Cemetery, from 11 am to 2 pm, 
Saturday June 25th. Bring what you will need, folding chairs, food and drink, 
and family history to share. Be prepared to pack out your own garbage.

 
 

2022 KING FAMILY 
REUNION 

 

 

 

SATURDAY, 25 June 
Kings Valley Cemetery 

11 am – 2 pm 
 

 
 

Please bring: Lawn chairs, your own food and drink, and family 
history to share. Be prepared to pack out your own garbage. 

RSVP TO: Traci Willey 503-626-9808 (landline, leave a message.) 

Join Us! 



The Abe King Family in the early 1930’s
Jim King not Pictured 

Back Row, Left To Right:
Dorothy, Florence, Warren, Inez, and Winnie.

Bottom Row, Left To Right:
Arthur, Lucy, Mother Clara, Bertha, and Bill.

Source:
From the King Pioneer Family Association 2009 CD, 

Winnie Trump Collection

Description:
OAC alumnus Bertha King in conversation with Jennifer Lee, Horner Museum 
oral historian. September 1982.

Source:
Oregon Stater Alumni Magazine 

Horner Museum Oral History Collection, 1952-1993





Bertha Anna King Research on Nahum King
June 28, 1962 

by Charlotte Wirfs 
Bertha Anna King (1889-1987) was an early King family researcher. She worked 
in the 1950’s and 60’s doing everything by snail mail, visiting relatives, writing 
letters, researching at local libraries, using micro films, and going through 
courthouse records. In other words, she did no on-line research. It was all seek 
it out with your wits and your own two feet and pay as you go. 

Nahum King (1783-1856) was her great grandfather. Bertha was the daughter 
of Abraham “Abe” Lincoln King (1860-1924) and Clara Elizabeth Busse King 
(1868-1948) and resided for many years in Corvallis, OR. Bertha’s grandparents 
were Solomon “Sol” King (1883-1913) and Anna Maria Allen King (1823-1905). 
Although her birth place was Harney County, OR, she lived most of her life in 
Benton and later Lincoln Counties. She worked as a teacher in several different 
parts of Oregon and later as a practical nurse in Corvallis. Bertha never married. 
She was residing at 728 N 12th ST, Corvallis, OR when she submitted her family 
research to the Genealogical Forum of Portland, OR on June 28, 1962. 

Along with the Nahum King family group sheet she also submitted an ancestor 
chart and photo copies of the family record pages from Nahum and Sarepta 
King’s family Bible, which was published in 1819. She didn’t have the Bible 
with her that June day of 1962 as she stated that it was on loan to The Horner 
Museum located on the campus of Oregon State University at Corvallis. Also 
submitted that day was copies of two letters. One was addressed to Nahum 
King living in New Canaan, Ohio from F. Johnson of Hastings, New York dated 
1836. The second letter was written to Sol King of Corvallis from Sol’s cousin, 
John King of Hillsdale, Michigan, dated 190?. 

Bertha listed the birth places of Nahum and Sarepta, their marriage date and 
place of marriage, death dates and places of burial. Sixteen children of Nahum 
and Sarepta King are named on the family group page with birth dates and 
places, death dates and places, spouse’s names and places of marriage and 
notes about many of the children. In 1962 Bertha did not know the names of 

Nahum King’s parents except that his father was living in New York with an 
un-named son-in-law in 1836. She didn’t know Nahum’s and Sarepta’s church 
affiliation, but listed places they had resided as New York, Madison and Franklin 
counties in Ohio, Missouri, Portland, Kings Valley, and Wren Oregon. Nahum’s 
occupation was listed as farming and raising livestock. She stated that he had 
served in the War of 1812 as a volunteer from Ohio, 3rd Sergeant on or about 
August 31st to December 1st of 1812. She had no record of Sarepta’s parents. 

Nahum was born July 25, 1783 in the western part of New York. He married 
Sarepta Norton May 9, 1807 in New York. He died May 28, 1856 on his farm 
near Wren, Benton County, OR. Sarepta was born November 12, 1791 in New 
York. Sarepta died July 14, 1864 also on the farm. They were both buried on 
their farm. 

It is interesting to me how quickly the family lost track of their ancestors after 
they arrived in Oregon in 1845. My father, Robert “Bob” Price, was born in 1916 
at Kings Valley. At age 61 he didn’t know that his family came across the plains 
on the Oregon Trail. Thanks to Bertha’s research he was able to learn of the 
family of Nahum King and begin his own research. We all have to thank Bertha 
Anna King for sorting out the family and providing some vital information that 
paved the road to many of us researching our family origins.

THE 1950 CENSUS IS HERE!
How can any good genealogist forget that the 1950 census is now available. 
These records were released by the National Archives and Records Administration 
(NARA) on April 1, 2022. Visit https://www.archives.gov/research/census/1950 
for more information.



About the King Family Association:
King Folk is a newsletter published by the family of Nahum and Sarepta Norton 
King, Oregon pioneers of 1845. Annual dues are $10. These funds are used 
for family projects, publication costs, and reunion costs. Please make checks 
payable to “The King Pioneer Family Association” and mail to: Char Wirfs 409 
Sand Pointe DR, Central Point, OR 97502. All information published in “King 
Folk” is printed as it is presented. For that reason, the information may not be 
completely accurate. Corrections and updates are published whenever they 
become known. Please submit material for publication to Traci Willey, 8625 SW 
Morgan Dr. Beaverton, OR 97008 or tracij1031@gmail.com

Current Board Members:
President: Traci Willey .............................................tracij1031@gmail.com

Vice President and Webmaster ...........George Davidson gid1943@gmail.com

Treasurer and Secretary: Char Wirfs ........................... charwirfs@gmail.com

Historian: David Trask .....................................................dltrask@aol.com 

Board Member: Art Seavy .......................................pintokidajs@gmail.com

Board Member: Pat Plunkett Holler ..................... lightandtruth1@gmail.com

Family Web Sites
The King Pioneer Family Association has a web presence on three sites. First, 
Ancestry.com contains our “King Folk” family tree. Second, we are on Facebook 
as “Kings Valley Kin.” Thanks to Char Wirfs for hosting and maintaining this 
tree and for our Facebook page. Email Char Wirfs charwirfs@gmail.com for an 
invitation to either or both sites. Third, George Davidson is our webmaster for 
our very own King Folk website, kingfolk.co 

Obituary Collection
David Trask, our historian, has an extensive collection of family obituaries. He’s 
worked hard to organize and maintain it. Please help him expand this collection 
by sending him obituaries for King Family members and their extended families. 
dltrask@aol.com or David Trask, 1533 Nottingham Circle, Medford, OR 97504.



King Pioneer Family Association 
8625 SW Morgan Drive 
Beaverton, OR 97008
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