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The Genealogical Forum of Oregon invites you to join them online with free 

classes at their Annual Open House. Each class requires its own advance 
registration. Registration: https://gfo.org/learn/open-house.html  

 
 

Great News from President George! 

Hello everyone, we are going to resume our 
monthly meetings.  
Benton County Historical Society (Museum) 
1101 Main St. (2nd floor) Philomath OR 
97370  - 10:30 AM-12 Noon, Saturday March 
12th. 
 
No program - a get-together group. I hope 
you may be able to attend and enjoy the 
opportunity to get out of the house as we try 
to resume our group meetings after a 2 year 
absence. 
Please mask up while inside the building.  
Your support is greatly appreciated. 

Sincerely, 
George Davidson, Pres. BCGS 

 

What’s Inside? 

Page 1: Free classes on Genealogical Forum of 
Oregon’s website!  

Page 2: Ann Bateman shares a letter from her 
ancestor’s time in the Civil War.  

Page 3: Andersonville Prisoner Shelters; The Grange 
Movement from 1875 to the present 

Pages 4 to 7: Linda Olsen shares her ancestors’ long 
attachment to the Willamette Grange Hall in south 
Corvallis, one of five Granges in Benton County. 

Page 8:  Info on Rootstech next week. It’s free!  
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Calling All Genealogists and Your Ancestors! 
In the February 2022 newsletter, we put most of our time looking into 

ancestors and the U.S. Civil War.  
 

BCGS member, Ann Bateman, is sharing an ancestor who wrote many letters to 
family during his service to the Union (the North.)  

My great-great grandfather, John William Flathers, from Richland 
Township, Iowa, served in the Iowa 28th Infantry. He was a prolific 
letter writer. One of my second cousins is in possession of over 200 of 
his letters and we are fortunate to have copies of them. He wrote of 
illnesses, camp food, and battles. He shared news of other soldiers 
from his home area whom he encountered so news could be shared 
with their families. He thanked senders for candy and requested 
postage stamps. Attached is part of one letter he sent home. He 
closes his letter with “I am wrighting [sic] on the mess box and they 
want to take it.” Ultimately JW was imprisoned at Andersonville and 
finally released in July 1865. 

 

 

This is a page of one of John William Flather’s  letters.        

      Information about Andersonville is on page 3 

 



 
 

 

 

 

Andersonville prisoner shelters 

              Prisoner diaries and memoirs document seven 

                              common types of shelters: 

1. Tent flys made by attaching two blankets to 
a ridgepole 

2. Crude lean-tos made by piecing together 
strips of cloth onto a pole frame 

3. A kind of teepee made by draping a blanket 
over a short vertical pole 

4. Aimple [sic?] holes dug vertically into the ground 
5. Holes that were dug down and then sideways to create 

small caves 
6. Adobe-like structures made with mud bricks 

roofed with a blanket, overcoat or blouse 
7. Huts made of split pine boards  

 
Of the 45,000 Union soldiers imprisoned in Andersonville, 
nearly 13,000 died. 
 
To learn more about Andersonville: 

https://www.nps.gov/ande/learn/historyculture/prisoner-shelter.htm
 

 

 

The Grange Movement
 
from 1875 to the Present

 
Most of us have seen Grange Halls around the countryside. Benton County has a surprising 
number of them. However, we shouldn’t be surprised. Benton County was and still is a 
perfect place to work on the land. 
In 1867 a Minnesota farmer and activist, Oliver Hudson Kelley, began helping farmers by 
bringing them together to work out some of their concerns. Then the financial crisis of 1873 
gave farmers even more problems such as falling crop prices, increase in railroad fees to ship 
crops to the states, high prices for items that a farmer couldn’t do without such as seeds, 
new farm equipment and food on the table.  
More and more farmers,  both men and women,  became members.  The Grange quickly 
became  “a social organization that encourages families to band together to promote the 
economic and political wellbeing of the community and agriculture.”  
For more information, see 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Grange_of_the_Order_of_Patrons_of_Husbandry  

 
Starting on  page 4 Linda Olsen is sharing the story of her Coon ancestors who, for many years, 
were members of the Willamette Grange Hall on Greenberry Rd  south of Corvallis.  Jughead hat.  
In  the  50’s,  kids  decorated  with  lots  of  special  pins.  
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Benton County’s Grange Halls 
Willamette #52   27555 Greenberry Rd,  Corvallis 

Marys River #685   24707 Grange Hall Rd,  Philomath 

Fairmount #252   835 North Albany Rd,  Albany 

Hope #269   27373 Alsea Deadwood Hwy, Alsea 

Summit #432   19854 Summit Hwy, Summit     
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                                                   Willamette Grange Hall 1930’s    photo by Oregon State University 

        

  This website has a good article about the beginnings of this Grange and what work is going on now to 
rehabilitate the building and help membership grow.  

     https://philomathnews.com/willamette-community-and-grange-hall-coming-back-to-life/  
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First week in March 
              

      Thank you, One and all 

 

  Anybody know what this 

1950’s hat was named?  

Answer sort of hidden on page 
3!    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

List of open positions and major responsibilities 

Membership:  

Greet people and collect names at the monthly meeting.   Keep track of 
new members. 

Historian: 

Insert newsletter, obituaries, pictures, special events into the society 
notebook. 

Library Chair: 

Accession and de-accession materials, attend board meetings, oversee 
projects, write a short article each month for the newsletter. 

Society Photographer: 

Take photos at events, especially of swearing-in of officers and speakers, 
send photos to newsletter editor and society historian. 

Programs Committee (need two to three volunteers): 

Select, arrange for, organize, and execute programs for general meetings. 

Contact President George at bcgsor@gmail.com and he will direct you to 
the right person for information about the position you’re interested in. 
Thanks for doing your part! 

 

Benton County Genealogical Society 

P.O. Box 1646, Philomath, OR 97370 

President: George Davidson, 928-205-
2121       bcgsor@gmail.com 

Vice President: Kathryn Moss 

 mosskathryn@gmail.com 

 Secretary: Debbi White 

 genodebbi@gmail.com 

 Treasurer: Lois Courtney 

 loiscourtney@cmug.com 

Appointed Positions 

 Membership: OPEN 

 Librarian: OPEN 

 Programs: OPEN 

               Historian: OPEN 

               Photographer: OPEN 

Audit: Connie Patterson 

Refreshments: Pegge Gee 

Host: Kathryn Moss 

Research: Lois Courtney 

Book Sales: Maridee  Symons           

Website: George Davidson 

Facebook: OPEN 

Publicity: Lois Courtney 

Library Volunteers: Lois Courtney 

Writers Group: Sue Van Laere 

Newsletter Editor: Sue Van Laere 

 vanlaere@proaxis.com 
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