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Digging Into Our Family Histories
by Catherine Dulzo, BGS Vice President

I   hope this edition of our newsletter finds you and your loved ones well during this difficult   time. Now more than ever, I am grateful to live in this beautiful place, where I can get out-
doors when I feel the the need. Other times, though, I’m just as happy to have the extra time at 
home to work on my genealogy projects. 

How about you? Have you been working on your family history? We’d love to know! Email 
us a brief description of what you’ve been doing genealogy-wise and we’ll publish it in the next 
newsletter. (bgs@bendbroadband.com.) Here’s what your BGS Board members have been up to:

Maggy Wilcox embarked on a female connection and discovered a very distant Indiana  
cousin who told her that she has a Mayflower ancestor. With help from the Mayflower Society’s 
“silver books,” she confirmed the news and subsequently learned that she has another Revolu-
tionary War patriot ancestor, as well as connecting with Richard Warren of the Mayflower.

Gary Putnam has been primarily using his genealogy-available time to catch up on entering 
already discovered information into his private database and his Ancestry family tree. He’s also 
been doing some original research and exchanging information with DNA matches and fellow 
researchers in the U.S. and abroad regarding common lines.

Judith Whitehead has been busy working to finish a book edit for a client. However, she ad-
mits to hearing the siren call of her family photo box. She plans to sort the contents using expert

advice, such as: (1) Look at one photo at a time. (2) IF you can name who’s in the picture, 
keep it. (3) IF you can identify where the photo was taken, keep it. Pretty much all  
others — discard. (Sounds ruthless doesn’t it?)

Sandy Thompson has been researching Alex, the husband of her mother’s sister. She 
says the FamilySearch Catalog was instrumental in helping her identify not only his exact 
birthplace, but other interesting details about his family. (Read the complete story begin-
ning on page 2.) 

I put together a large binder full of clippings, stories, and pictures for one of my 
father’s lines. While he enjoys the bare-bones data I’ve found, he really wants to know 
more about who the people were and what their lives were like. I’d always envisioned 
putting these things together for him in a more elegant way, but I’ve let go of that for 
now; I know he’ll enjoy it no matter the presentation.

We miss you all, and look forward to seeing you later this year. Until then, please do 
share how you’ve been digging into your family history!

mailto:bgs@bendbroadband.com
mailto:bgs@bendbroadband.com
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Recently, I’ve been researching Alex,  the hus-
band of my mother’s older sister. He came to 

the United States from Canada, but the story was 
he was born in Europe, maybe Ukraine. Of course, 
first  thing  I  did was  research  everything  I  could 
find about Alex  in  the U.S.,  e.g.,  census  records, 
city directories, etc. U.S./
Canada  Border  Crossing 
Cards turned out to be the 
key  that  led  to his birth-
place,  which  unindexed 
church  records  found  in 
the FamilySearch catalog 
confirmed.

According  to  the  Border  Crossing  Cards,  in 
1938 Alex went to Canada to visit his father, Wasyl, 
whose  name,  address,  and  relationship  to  Alex 
were listed on the card as his purpose for travel to 
Canada. Alex also reported that he spoke English 
and Ukrainian; was born in Sarafince, Poland; and 
his  race was Ruthenian.  Fascinating! Ruthenians 
are a distinct ethnic group  that  lived primarily  in 
and  around  the Carpathian Mountains  in Eastern 
Europe  (identified  as  Galicia/Galizien  at  times), 
which could be southern Poland,  the eastern part 

of the Austro-Hungarian Empire, or today’s west-
ern Ukraine.

Since Alex reported he spoke Ukrainian, I con-
centrated on searching for villages in the western 
Ukrainian part of Galicia. Using old maps and gaz-
etteers  for  place  names,  I  found Serafińce  (close 
to Alex’s spelling), a small village on the eastern 
side of Carpathians.  It would have been ruled by 
Poland at the time, so Alex could have thought of 
himself as Polish. 

But  I  still  needed  to  prove Alex was born in 
Serafińce,  so,  fingers  crossed,  off  I  went  to  the 
FamilySearch catalog to look for Greek Orthodox 
church records in Serafińce (Ruthenians were not 
usually  Roman  Catholics).  I  searched  by  Place 
for  Serafince,  and  there  were  two  suggestions: 
Austria, Galizien, Serafińce (Horodenka) and Po-
land, Stanisławów, Serafińce (Horodenka).  Both 
links took me to the same place, the Metrical books 
(births, marriages and deaths), 1857-1925 for  the 
Greek Catholic Church  in  Serafińce. Though  the 
records are in Latin, Ukrainian and Russian, I was 
able to translate them using Google Translate and 
FamilySearch Wiki’s foreign language Genealogi-
cal Word Lists. 

Luckily,  the  three  microfilms  in  the  
Serafińce record set had been digitized. Un-
luckily,  the records have not been  indexed.  
Occasionally,  a  church  book  will  have  a 
handwritten  index  at  the  beginning  or  end 
of the book, but these did not. So, I had to 
find  an  appropriate  record  range  for  births 
in the digitized microfilms, and then, scroll 
through them screen by screen looking for a 
baby boy named Alex with the father’s name 
Wasyl, born on  the birthdate known by his 
family, or at least close to it.        C o n t in u e d , p .  3

Finding Alex: How the FamilySearch Catalog Took 
Me Through Eastern Europe and Home Again

by Sandy Thompson

Alex and my mother’s sister. 
Detroit, Michigan, 1943

L o c a t io n  o f  S e ra fińc e  s h o w n  in  t h e  w e s t e r n  U k ra in ia n  r e g io n  
k n o w n  a s  G a l i c ia ,  w h ic h  w a s  r u le d  a t  t im e s  in  t h e  p a s t  b y  
P o la n d  o r  t h e  A u s t r o -H u n g a r ia n  E m p i r e .  To d a y , i t  i s  p a r t  o f  
t h e  m o d e r n  c o u n t r y  o f  U k ra in e .

https://translate.google.com
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Genealogical_Word_Lists
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Genealogical_Word_Lists


It took me about an hour and a half of scrolling  
to find Alex’s birth record. The church record had 
the birth date that the family knew as his birthday. 
The baby boy’s given name was Alexius, a Latin 
version of Alexis or Alexander. His father’s name 
was  Basilius,  an  ancient  Greek  version  of  the 
Ukrainian  name, Wasyl, which was  the  name on 
the Border Crossing Card; and I learned his moth-
er’s name was Anna Kaban. Eureka! (The website, 
Behind  the  Name,  www.BehindtheName.com, 
can help you find what a first name  is  in various  
languages.)

Church  birth  records  are  usually  recorded  in 
date order of baptism, and  that works well  if  the 
baptism  occurs  soon  after  the  date  of  birth.  But 
sometimes  the  records  jump  around  if  baptism 
occurs well after the birth, or if the priest forgets 
to record a baptism, and puts it in at the end of a 
month, or even at the end of a year. Sometimes you 
have to scroll through a lot of church book pages 

hunting for a good one. 
By  leafing  through  more  church  book  pages 

looking  for  the  parents’  names,  I  found most  of 
the birth  records of Alex’s siblings, and even  the 
parents’ marriage record and father’s birth record, 
all in Serafińce. I wouldn’t be surprised if more of 
their FAN club (family, friends and associates) em-
igrated to Canada as well, and now I know where 
to  look  for  them  in  the Serafińce  church  records 
when I discover more names. 

If you haven’t tried looking for unindexed re-
cords in FamilySearch, it could be well worth your 
time  to  check  if  any  are  available  for  the  birth-
place of one of your ancestors. FamilySearch has 
been gathering records from around the world for 
many, many years. Lots of them have not been in-
dexed yet. I got lucky finding Alex’s birth record 
in a small village in today’s western Ukraine. You 
might get lucky, too, with the unindexed records in 
FamilySearch.

Finding Alex
Continued from p. 2
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The BGS Library is closed and all BGS meetings and programs remain cancelled until further notice. 
Please feel free to contact us for any reason via phone or email.

(541) 317-9553    •    bgs@bendbroadband.com

https://www.behindthename.com
mailto:bgs@bendbroadband.com
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Monday, July 20, 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Genealogy Boot Camp
with Laurel Smith 
Genealogical Forum of Oregon, Portland

Join Laurel Smith at the GFO for a day of beginning  
genealogy. There will be sessions about the census,  
vital records, discussions about genealogy software and 
database use, organizing your research, using Ancestry.
com, and more — all geared toward beginners — but 
basic computer skills are a prerequisite.

All communications are done via email, and you must be 
able to download and print the class notes. Bring a sack 
lunch, snacks, and a beverage so you can keep going as 
the class does.

Walk-ins are unavailable, so member or not, please 
let us know if you plan to attend, and REGISTER ON-
LINE. Registration begins mid-June. Two very short  
assignments will be emailed, the first on the 28th. You 
will receive an email with a link to the class notes when 
you complete the two assignments.

Free for members; $20 for non-members. View the GFO 
flyer HERE. Registration will begin in mid-June. 

RESCHEDULED! Saturday & Sunday, August 8 & 9

Solve Puzzles with DNA
with Karen Stanbary, CG 
Genealogical Forum of Oregon, Portland

Saturday, August 8, 10 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Tips to Manage Conversations 
about Unexpected DNA Results
Trained in advanced psychotherapy techniques, and with 
30 years of clinical practice, Karen helps people manage 
negative emotions upon receiving unexpected news.

The DNA You Need — Elements of Creating a 
Testing Plan: Who to Test and Why
Targeted testing is far more efficient to solve genealog-
ical problems than simply “fishing in the cousin pond.”

Avoiding Common Mistakes When Working  
with atDNA
Concepts include segment size, pedigree evaluation, 
blind trust, reasonably exhaustive research, confirmation 
bias, the myth of the triangulated segment and more.

Spit and You Shall Find! Autosomal DNA  
Identifies a Charming Scoundrel
This entertaining lecture is a case study integrating tra-
ditional documentary research and analysis of atDNA 
and X-DNA test results to identify the biological father 
of Karen’s paternal great-grandmother. 

Sunday, August 9, 9:30 a.m. – noon
Rafael Arriaga, A Mexican Father in Michigan:  
Autosomal DNA Helps Identify Paternity
This case study illustrates the dynamic research process, 
gradually narrowing the possibilities until the evidence 
points to just one answer. This case was published in the 
June 2016 issue of the National Genealogical Society 
Quarterly and won the 2016 NGSQ Award for Excellence.

A BIG Research Project—The Dalton Case
Learn how Karen and a colleague work to solve a 
long-standing genealogical problem set in 18th-century 
Birmingham, England. Karen will illustrate the creation of 
a speculative descendant tree using DNA matches across 
five countries
Additional details, fees, and registration information HERE.

Oregon HappeningsOregon Happenings
Genealogy Events Around the State

A D G DA D G D
(Attention Deficit Genealogy Disorder)

It’s when you start researching one  
ancestor, but get distracted by another 

ancestor, which causes you  
to bounce around different ancestors  

only to end up doing a lot of work with  
very little to show for it!

Teach Me Genealogy

https://gfo.org/file_download/inline/a76290cc-61b5-447d-9588-2ea96947747e
https://gfo.org/file_download/inline/3934b301-427f-4956-8df9-47ca3206f1cc
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Around the WebAround the Web
 Upcoming WebinarsUpcoming Webinars

Tuesday, April 21 at 5 p.m.
Maryland State Archives Decoded
with Rebecca Whitman Koford, CG, CGL
The Maryland State Archives has a rich collection of genea-
logical sources for the state. This talk will help you prepare 
for a trip to the archive and know what is available online.  
Register HERE.

Friday, May 1 at 11 a.m.
The Future is Still in the Past:  
An Introduction to Online Parish Clerks 
in the United Kingdom
with Wayne Shepheard
In 1538, Thomas Cromwell, 
chief minister of Henry VIII, 
issued The Second Henrician 
Injunctions, mandating every 
parish to maintain registers in 
which to record all baptisms, marriages and burials. These 
documents are central to ancestral research in England but 
it is not always practical for researchers to inspect or study 
the original registers or the many additional documents 
that originated in the parishes. 
Some of the people offering assistance in sourcing and  
reviewing the parish information are those involved in the 
Online Parish Clerk (OPC) program. While OPCs are not  
officially associated with parish councils, ministers or  
congregations, these groups are often helpful in sourcing 
information about past residents and constructing histories 
 of the various parishes.  Register HERE.

Wednesday, May 13 at 5 p.m.
The Ultimate Family History Interview
with Nicka Smith
One of the most important sources of genealogy informa-
tion is oral history. Learn the tips, tricks, and more to get 

the most information from 
the family members you 
interview.  Register HERE.

NOTE: Legacy Family Tree Webinars 
are free on the day of the live broad-
cast and for one week thereafter.

 Podcasts, Blogs & ArticlesPodcasts, Blogs & Articles
7 Family History Activities for When You 
Can’t Focus
Genealogy is something that 
countless people find enjoyable 
and rewarding. In this time of cri-
sis, it’s natural to turn to it… but 
many of us have found ourselves 
unable to concentrate. Fortu-
nately, that doesn’t mean we 
can’t do something. Amy Johnson Crow shares seven fam-
ily history activities that we can do, even when we can’t 
focus.  Listen or read HERE.

What Life Was Like During the Spanish 
Flu of 1918

You’ve probably seen articles 
comparing the Corona virus and 
COVID-19 to the Spanish Flu. But 
beyond the numbers, what was 
life like during the Spanish Flu of 
1918/1919? Social historian Lori Lyn  
Price has some answers.  
Listen or read HERE.

Tips for Getting the Most Out of the 
1940 Census
Have you used the 1940 census in your family history re-
search? If you have been doing genealogy for a while, you 
probably have used it many times. Whether you are expe-
rienced with it or are new, there are probably some things 
in it you have missed. Here is how to get the most valuable 
genealogical information out of the 1940 census.
Listen or read HERE.

https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/4592561516609276418
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/38660332023950093
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/206795450570084611
https://www.amyjohnsoncrow.com/7-family-history-activities-for-when-you-cant-focus/
https://www.amyjohnsoncrow.com/what-life-was-like-during-the-spanish-flu-of-1918/
https://ancestralfindings.com/tips-for-getting-the-most-out-of-the-1940-census/
https://www.amyjohnsoncrow.com/7-family-history-activities-for-when-you-cant-focus/
https://www.amyjohnsoncrow.com/what-life-was-like-during-the-spanish-flu-of-1918/
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“Distant Voices” is the official newsletter of the Bend Genealogical Society (BGS). BGS is incorporated as a non-profit  
organization in the state of Oregon, and is an approved charitable and tax-exempt organization under Section 501(c)(3)  

of the Internal Revenue Service.

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 8254, Bend, OR  97708-8254  •  Phone: (541) 317-9553  •  Email: bgs@bendbroadband.com
Website: www.orgenweb.org/deschutes/bend-gs

BGS FUNDRAISERSBGS FUNDRAISERS
Help support your Bend Genealogical Society when you shop!

Link your Fred Meyer Rewards Card to Bend Genealogical Society, scan it every time you shop, 
and earn donations for BGS. To link your Rewards Card, click HERE. If you do not have a Rewards 
Card, you can sign up for one at the Customer Service Desk of any Fred Meyer store.  NOTE: Occa-
sionally Fred Meyer may require that you select your charity of choice again. If you do NOT see Bend Genealog-
ical Society at the bottom of a receipt, please select us again on the Fred Meyer Rewards website.

When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the same low prices, selection, and shopping 
experience as Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of the pur-
chase price to BGS. On your first visit to AmazonSmile, select BGS as your charitable organization. 
Click HERE to get started.

GoodShop offers online shopping deals, “the best on the Internet,” they say.  
Every purchase you make using GoodShop generates donations to BGS. GoodSearch  
automatically donates to BGS as you search the web. Sign up HERE, select BGS as your charity of 
choice, click the “Adopt This Cause” button, and you’re good to go.  NOTE:  Amazon purchases made 
through GoodShop do NOT generate a donation to BGS. Please use AmazonSmile.

BGS Financial Status
Year-to-Date (YTD) as of 15 March 2020

Dues Income (121 paid members) $  2,189.00
Other Income $  2,679.66

YTD Total Income $  4,858.66

YTD Total Expenses $  4,551.89

Elected Officers

President:  Vacant

Vice President:   
Catherine Dulzo

Secretary:   
Maggy Wilcox

Treasurer:   
Sandy Thompson

Director at Large #1:   
Judith Whitehead

Director at Large #2: 
Gary Putnam

Past President:   
Glen Roberts 

Appointed Positions

Parliamentarian:  Glen Roberts

Membership Committee:   
Judith Whitehead

Hospitality Committee:   
Barbara McGee

Librarians:   
Linda Martin & Sandy Thompson

Education Committee:  Vacant

Records Preservation:   
Eileen Krueger

Publicity:  Sandy Thompson

Newsletter:  Catherine Dulzo

Finance Committee:   
Sharon Freeman

Bend Genealogical Society  
Board of Directors

Contact Us
To reach any of the BGS officers or committee chair-
persons, send an email to our general email box, or 
call and leave a message at the BGS office/library.

BGS Email
bgs@bendbroadband.com

BGS Phone
(541) 317-9553

mailto:bgs@bendbroadband.com
http://www.orgenweb.org/deschutes/bend-gs
https://www.fredmeyer.com/topic/community-rewards-4
http://smile.amazon.com
http://Amazon.com
https://smile.amazon.com/ap/signin?_encoding=UTF8&openid.assoc_handle=amzn_smile&openid.claimed_id=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0%2Fidentifier_select&openid.identity=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0%2Fidentifier_select&openid.mode=checkid_setup&openid.ns=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0&openid.ns.pape=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fextensions%2Fpape%2F1.0&openid.pape.max_auth_age=0&openid.return_to=https%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fgp%2Fcharity%2Fhomepage.html%3Fie%3DUTF8%26newts%3D1%26ref_%3Dsmi_chpf_redirect%26ref_%3Dsmi_ge_uaas_btngs_ul
https://www.goodshop.com/register?return_path=%2F
mailto:bgs@bendbroadband.com

